Cirrhosis: what else?
When the term cirrhosis was coined two centuries ago by Laennec, it designates by definition an end stage irreversible liver disease. Nowadays this word encompasses a whole range of disorders including some degree of reversibility for the early stage. It is therefore of prime importance to define the stages of the fibrotic process, based on the integration of knowledge about liver structure and function. In addition to morphological data, modern imaging techniques coupled to non-invasive biomarkers will probably help to better define and denominate this heterogeneous entity.